
Friends of Port Royal  

State Historic Park 

 

We are working toward becoming an 

independent, non-profit corporation committed to 

promoting, protecting and preserving the cultural, 

historical and educational resources of the State 

Historic Park for this and future generations of 

Tennesseans. 

Please Join Us! 

Please join the Friends of Port Royal to support 

and protect Port Royal State Historic Park. You 

will receive our quarterly newsletter and are 

invited to attend our monthly meetings held at the 

Park Building on the second Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 pm. We usually have visiting & 

refreshments at 6:30. Members and their families 

& friends, as well as the public, are invited to 

participate in events held to educate the 

community about the historic town of Port Royal. 

We value all types of volunteer work that will 

benefit & promote the Park’s Mission Statement: 

To preserve and protect Port Royal State Historic 

Park in perpetuity and to provide a quality 

outdoor educational & recreational experience 

through a well planned and professionally 

managed State Park. 
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Port Royal State Historic Park 

A Nationally Certified Trail of Tears Site 
 

 



Port Royal State Historic Park 
3300 Old Clarksville-Springfield Rd. 
Adams, TN 37010 
 
Phone: 931-358-9696 
Hours of Operation: 8 am until sunset 
Directions to Port Royal State Historic Park from 
Clarksville/Nashville: 
*Take Exit 11 from I-24. 
*Take Highway 76 East towards Adams. 
*Travel approximately 5 miles to Port Royal Rd. (238) 
*Turn left on Port Royal Rd. 
*Travel approximately 1 mile to the park’s south 

entrance. 
 

A Brief History 
     Port Royal is one of Tennessee’s earliest 
communities and trading centers being first settled in 
1782 by a group of settlers from South Carolina. The 
settlement thrived and then on October 25th 1797, the 
Town of Port Royal was incorporated. Then began a 
long history of strong commerce and population that 
lasted until the turn of the 20th century. 
     Port Royal was important because of its location at 
two geographically significant places: the junction of the 
Red River and Sulphur Fork Creek and on the route 
from Nashville to the Ohio River, which was a very 
important route in the expansion to the west. This 
route became an important and heavily trafficked 
stagecoach route and the rivers provided a shipping 
point for everyone in northern Middle Tennessee. 
     The Port Royal area was the meeting place of the 
first Tennessee county court and in addition it was 
home to four signers of the Tennessee Constitution. 
Port Royal was also the founding place of the Red River 
Baptist Church, one of the earliest churches in middle 
Tennessee. 
     In 1838, in accordance with the Indian Removal 
Act, the infamous “Trail of Tears” used Port Royal as a 
stopover point to rest, grind corn, and further prepare 
for the rest of the journey. A segment of the original 
road they traveled on is within Park boundaries and is 
under the protection of Port Royal State Historic Park, 
as is a significant portion of the original town site. 

Education 
We will help to educate Tennesseans about the history 

of the town of Port Royal. 

 
Preservation 

We will help the park to preserve the historical 
structures and the Trail of Tears roadbed. 

 
Protection 

We will help to protect the park’s 
unique natural and cultural resources. 

 

 
Please consider becoming a member to 

support our efforts. We greatly appreciate all 

volunteers and donations. 

 

Membership Categories 

___Associate Member (non-voting): $10.00 

___Individual Member: $15.00 

___Family Membership: $25.00 

 

Please mail membership form & payment to: 

 

Friends of Port Royal State Historic Park 

P.O. Box 143 

Adams, TN 37010 

 

Name:______________________________ 

 

Address:_____________________________ 

 

____________________________________ 

 

E-mail:______________________________ 

 

Phone Number:______________________ 




